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Interfaith Message

on Wednesday, 16 December 2015.

On Tuesday afternoon, Congregation Emeth hosted a “steering committee” of interfaith clergy in South Valley.
We came together, to form a response from faith leaders to the current climate in our country regarding people
who are “other” — in particular our Moslem neighbors. When we decided to have our next meeting, they
requested returning to Emeth because of the special feeling of meeting in our library. I wanted you to know that!

Until becoming part of this community I had little knowledge and even less interaction with people of different
faiths. My father always taught me, “There are many mountaintops and all of them reach to the stars,” and
taught his children to respect differing beliefs. Even growing up in Texas, we knew that discrimination was
wrong and each of us stood up to it in our own way.

But I had few friends who were not Jewish. This current opportunity to learn from my interfaith families as well
as the clergy in our community has enriched my rabbinate and my own personal opportunities for growth. Our
“steering committee” has plans for future activities that will soon be announced; in the meantime put on your

calendars: January 18, Martin L. King Day, 7:30 PM, Advent Lutheran Church, for a social interfaith gathering.

To our non-Jewish members, you are a blessing to my life. You have enriched my own religious experience by
giving me opportunities to look at Judaism through your eyes. In so doing, I am struck more by our similarities
than our differences. We all want a world that is filled with acts of lovingkindness, a world which offers
opportunities for all, regardless of religious belief, ethnic culture, socio-economic standing. We all pray for peace.
As I've come to know you, I've come to appreciate you more each year. I especially am grateful to those of you
who trust us with your children in our religious school. During the season of light may you experience God’s
Light shining upon you, and may you experience the love of family and community.

May you have a week of blessings and a Shabbat of Peace,

The Light of Chanukah

on Tuesday, 08 December 2015.

I wanted this week’s message to be filled with joy and happy notes about Chanukah. However, I had a true case
of writer’s block after hearing the racist and xenophobic language from someone who wants to be the leader of
this great nation, and then watching his favorable ratings improve as a result. How do I speak of the joyous event

that happened more than 2000 years ago, led by the brave Maccabees, when today we are looking for true



leadership and seeing none? How can one talk about miracles and faith when the fear of terrorism is dragging
people to stores to purchase guns?

And yet, this is the perfect holiday for these times. When some would say that we should bar a particular religious
group from immigrating into this country and spew slurs about our Islamic brethren, this is the time to observe
the holiday that celebrates religious freedom and be inspired by it. When we are feeling hopeless and helpless, this
is the time to observe the holiday that teaches us the true meaning of faith. When we feel like we are wandering
in the dark, our candles are bringing light.

“22 centuries ago in Israel, after the public practice of Judaism had been banned, Jews fought for and won their
freedom, and these lights were the symbol of that victory,” wrote Lord Rabbi Jonathan Sacks. During these
nights of Chanukah we pray that our candles will inspire within us the determination to insure the public

practice of all religions, not only our own.

Again, using the words of Rabbi Sacks, “Chanukah candles are the light Judaism brings to the world when we are
unafraid to announce our identity in public, live by our principles and fight, if necessary, for our freedom.”
Today, let us bring that light into the public square and fight, if necessary, for the rights of everyone to live in
this great land, unafraid.

May the lights of Chanukah bring you faith and joy, and may you have a week of gladness and a Shabbat of

peace.

Miracle of Chanukah

on Tuesday, 01 December 2015.

In the Jewish world there have been studies, reports, and books, all describing the ideal synagogue. In all of these
studies, on page after page, we see a pattern that people need spiritual connection, growth, and transformation,
and that only synagogues can provide it.

We have created that spiritual connection at Congregation Emeth and share it with all spiritual seckers. We
welcome the believers and non-believers, religious and non-religious, singles, families, empty nesters, intermarried
families, GLBTQ and their families. Our doors are open to all, and we are always striving to improve and
expand. The communal commitment to Jewish life, to the pursuit of holiness, transforms a synagogue from
being just another building into being a place where G-d dwells, a sacred space.

As Chanukah approaches we remember at how important the Holy Temples in Jerusalem were to the Israelites,
and how the memory of these sacred institutions stirs our hearts. Chanukah means “rededication”, and reminds
us of the time that the Assyrians defiled our Temple - and we remember the brave Maccabees who fought and
won the first war for religious freedom in world history. The first thing the Maccabees did after entering the
defiled Temple was to sanctify it by lighting the Menorah with ritual oil. We focus on the miracle of Chanukah —
that the ritual oil lasted eight days, giving the priests time to prepare enough oil to keep the Menorah burning
without interruption, as commanded in Torah. The Jewish people came together in that Holy Temple and

restored it as a sacred space.



We are blessed to experience the sacred every time we enter our beloved Congregational home. On December 11,
when we light our Chanukiah (Chanukah Menorah) in our sanctuary, we will remember our heroic ancestors
and recognize that we are the ones who now are keeping the blessed flame of Judaism burning. And that is the
real miracle of Chanukah.

Thanksgiving Prayers
on Wednesday, 25 November 2015.

The ancient Rabbis taught that the most important prayer in Jewish liturgy is the Modim prayer, the prayer of
thanksgiving. The first line begins “We gratefully acknowledge.” This prayer is said every day, three times daily —
because it is part of every T’filah or Amidah, the “standing prayer”. In fact, many Jews start their day using
similar words: modeh ani lefanecha — I give thanks before You (God).

Acknowledging or praising God is the central idea of psalms. In fact the word “modem” is used 67 times, in
phrases such as: “It is good to praise Adonai....”; “Give thanks to God ...” We see that praising God is
fundamental to prayer.

Every day, at least three times a day, we are taught to take a moment to say, “Thank you God, Baruch HaShem. I
am grateful. You have given me so much and I am so filled with gratitude to you for your miracles that surround
us every day.”

Sometimes it is hard to say thank you. Sometimes life can be painful and it’s hard to find something that calls us
to praise God or thank God. But our tradition teaches us that we continue to praise, we continue to thank, even
when it is difficult, even when we don’t want to. The Rabbis taught us that we should find 100 opportunities
when we can say thank you. Now they didn’t tell us to say thank you 100 times — they said find 100
opportunities to say thank you. When we are looking for opportunities for thanking God, blessings appear before
us. Food to eat, water to sustain us, a home, family, friends, a beautiful tree, a rose, a scholar...we thank God for

our lives which are in God’s keeping.

During this season of Thanksgiving, be conscious of all you have in your life. That little voice will start
reminding you of your troubles and try to stop your gratefulness. Shush it away, and just this week, try to
acknowledge all of the reasons you have to say: Modim Anachnu Lach — I give thanks to You.

May you have a week of blessings and a Shabbat of peace,

ROM THE RELIGIOUS ACTION CENTER OF THE UR]J — please take action now!

As we mourn the recent loss of life in Paris, some have called for a slowing or halt to the entry of refugees into the

U.S. Such steps would not honor our history as a haven from those seeking persecution; we can keep our doors

open and maintain our national security.




Please consider signing our action alert and sending it to Senators Boxer and Feinstein. Additionally, because

many Senators will be home for Thanksgiving recess, now is a great time to call Senator Boxer’s and Feinstein’s
district offices or set up an in person meeting.

Here is the number for Senator Boxer’s State office: (916) 448-2787

Here is the number for Senator Boxer’s Washington, D.C. office:(202) 224-3553

Here is the number for Senator Feinstein's State office: (415) 393-0707

Here is the number for Senator Feinstein's Washington, D.C. office:(202) 224-3841

The Senate is expected to vote next week on a bill similar to The American Security Against Foreign Enemies

(SAFE) Act of 2015 (H.R. 4038) recently passed by the House and which would effectively stop all Iraq and

Syrian refugee resettlement. We oppose this legislation and by raising your voice to your members of Congress,
you can help ensure that the United States remains a safe haven for the many fleeing violence and persecution.

"The whole world is a very narrow bridge..."

on Wednesday, 18 November 2015.

Kol ha-o-lam ku-lo gesher tzar me'od
V'ha-i-kar lo [fached klal

The whole world is a very narrow bridge;
the important thing is not to be afraid.
-Rabbi Nachman of Bratslav

What does your Rabbi say to you in light of recent massacres in our precious world? You have politicians and
journalists - and let’s not forget FaceBook - all eager to tell us what to think and how to react to the horror that
has befallen our precious world. Paris was not the only city under siege; during the same week there were killings
of innocents in Kenya, Lebanon, and Israel as well.

Committing these atrocities are extremist Islamic terror organizations. Their objective is worldwide dominance,
with the absence of the West and western ideas, a world without Jews and without tolerance for any other
religion including Christianity. They are called ISIS, the Islamic State, Hezbollah, Hamas, Al Qaida, Muslim
Brotherhood — different names but they are all related, funded by Iran, Qatar, and other extremists. In more than
100 countries the victims are Christians. They are part of the refugee group that is flecing Syria, driven out of
Mosul, removed from Afghanistan, butchered, beheaded and terrorized elsewhere.

We must realize this is not the work of faithful Muslims, for they are the victims, perhaps most of all. “Hundreds
of Muslims are dying daily, 90 per cent at the hands of fellow Muslims. Bahais, Buddhists, Hindus and Sikhs
have all suffered their own tragedies. Yazidis are on the brink of the abyss.” (Rabbi Jonathan Sacks)

Which brings us to the issue of refugees. In my opinion we must not, cannot, close our doors to the “huddled


http://action.rac.org/p/dia/action3/common/public/?action_KEY=21356

masses yearning to breathe free, the wretched refuse...” (Emma Lazarus, poem on the Statue of Liberty) As Jews,
we know better than anyone what it is like to be exiled or to try to take refuge from a persecuting country, only
to have the metaphoric doors shut in our faces by nations of the world. If fear causes us to act inhuman, the

extremist murderers have won.

Take comfort in knowing, as I am convinced, that the 18-24 month tedious vetting process refugees must endure
to enter this country will only be made more difficult, in light of the Paris massacre. Who are these refugees?
They are people, families, who are trying to escape the very extremists who attacked Paris.

The Chassidic master Rebbe Nachman of Bratzlov said, “All the world is a very narrow bridge, and the most
important thing is not to fear at all.” But, Rebbe Nachman, I would ask: how do we conquer our fear? I imagine
Rebbe Nachman answering me, b’col zote, in spite of all this, we must find the opening in our hearts for the
Light of the Divine to help us maintain our faith in the future.

May you have a week of blessings and a Shabbat of peace,

I'm Back!

on Wednesday, 11 November 2015.

I just returned from the Biennial Convention of the UR]J (our “parent” organization, unifying all Reform



