
 

 

While in Israel, I realized something. I realized 

how close I was to becoming disconnected to 

my Judaism after my Bat Mitzvah. I feel like a lot 

of kids think of their Bar or Bat Mitzvah as a type 

of graduation. After years of studying and hard 

work they feel like they are finally done with their 

Jewish studies. No longer needing to come to 

class every week for 

Hebrew school or 

for tutoring, they 

feel as if they no 

longer need to be 

involved. I feel like 

this was the case in 

our synagogue for 

the majority of teens 

before Rabbi Israel 

was brought to us. 

 

I remember watching my brother finish his Bar 

Mitzvah and being so jealous that he was 

“done”. I could not wait for the day of my Bat 

Mitzvah so I no longer had to attend Hebrew 

school, write speeches, practice prayers, and all 

the other means of hard work that comes with 

becoming a Jewish woman. After this day 

passed, though, my father told me that he was 

signing me up, against my will, for the new youth 

group – Emet Dor Kef - in the synagogue. I was 

furious. I did not understand why I still needed to 

learn about Judaism even though I was 

“finished”. My dad, with a smirk on his face, 

looked me in the eyes and said that one day I 

would thank him. 

Now after years in our teen group, reconnecting 

with Camp Newman, teaching in the  Religious 

School, and just being involved with Congrega-

tion Emeth and Judaism, I am proud to say that I 

finally understand what my father means about 

thanking him one day. It scares me to think that I 

may not have gone to Israel without my further 

connection to Judaism after the age of thir-

teen.  I cannot thank Rabbi Israel enough for 

pulling me in and not letting me go even though 

at the time it was not what I wanted. She has 

truly helped me develop into the person I am 

today and I would not be where I am without 

her help. 
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The Time of the Season 
 

A favorite Jewish exchange is: 

the holidays are early this year!  
And the regular answer: No, 
they are right on time.  Because 

the Jewish calendar is based on 
the lunar cycle with adjust-

ments, the holidays occur at dif-
ferent times on the secular/solar 

calendar.  But this year, all of us are in a state of 

shock!  Erev Rosh Hashanah takes place only two 
days after Labor Day!  The first day of Chanukah 
is Thanksgiving Day!  How is that even possible? 

  
This is the first time since 1899 that Rosh Hasha-

nah has occurred this early and it will never oc-
cur earlier than September 5th again! 
 

Cantor Paul Buch has written an explanation of 
this phenomenon and has given me permission 

to present it to you (in an edited and shortened 
form): 
 

A number of factors figure into to determining 
Holy Day dates, but Rosh Hashanah always falls 

on the first of the Hebrew month of Tishrei.  And, 
the New Year always begins 163 days after the 
first day of Passover.  The exact mechanism for 

why this is so is a little too involved to thoroughly 
explain in this limited space, but I'll try to give you 
a basic understanding. 

 
Our secular calen-

dar is primarily a so-
lar calendar.  It 
takes approximate-

ly 365 1/4 days for 
the earth to go 

around one time, 
and the extra 1/4 
day is addressed by 

adding a full day (February 29) every 4 
years.  However, the Hebrew calendar blends 

two different ways of determining the boundaries 
of time- the solar cycle, the one of which we are 
most familiar, and the lunar cycle, which 

measures time as it related to the interplay of the 

Earth and its moon as they dance their way 

through the days.   
 

In the Hebrew calendar, the 15th of the month 
is always a full moon, and the 1st of the month 
is always a "new" moon when only the slightest 

sliver visible.  
  

In order to keep our Holy Days and both solar 
and lunar calendars aligned with the proper 
seasons, it is necessary to make an even bigger 

correction than the secular calendar gets – our 
calendar inserts an entire month seven times in 
every 19 years.  That is just what is happening in 

the coming year of 5774. We will have shanah 

m’ubberet, a “leap” (literally, “pregnant”) year.  

We add an extra month of Adar (giving us Adar 
I and Adar II) just before the month of Nissan, 
when Passover occurs, so that it will take place 

at its normal time in the spring of 2014. 
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Congregation Emeth 

Your Jewish Community in the South Valley 

Emeth  

Upcoming Events 

Rosh Hashanah Eve:Rosh Hashanah Eve:Rosh Hashanah Eve:Rosh Hashanah Eve:   

Wednesday, September 4th 

 7:30 PM Erev Rosh Hashanah Service 

  Holiday oneg (reception) following  

  Services 

 
Rosh HashanahRosh HashanahRosh HashanahRosh Hashanah   

Thursday, September 5th 

 9:30 AM Rosh Hashanah Morning Service 

 10:00 AM Children’s program begins 

   
 
 

 

Yom Kippur EveYom Kippur EveYom Kippur EveYom Kippur Eve  

Friday,  September 13th 

 7:30 PM  Kol Nidre/Erev Yom Kippur 
    
Yom KippurYom KippurYom KippurYom Kippur  

Saturday, September 14th 

 9:30 AM Yom Kippur Service 

 10:00 AM Children’s program begins 

 3:30 PM Study Session 

 4:30 PM Yizkor Services  

 5:00 PM Concluding Services (Mincha and  

   Neilah) 

 6:30 PM Sounding of the Shofar &   

   Break-the-Fast 

September October 

01 Beit Sefer  

03 Adult Bnot Mitzvah Class 

03 Emet Dor Kef 1&2 

08 Beit Sefer  

10 Adult Bnot Mitzvah Class 

15 Beit Sefer  

17 Adult Bnot Mitzvah Class 

17 Lord’s Table 

17 Emet Dor Kef 2 Only 

22 Beit Sefer  

24 Adult Bnot Mitzvah Class 

29 Beit Sefer  

31 Adult Bnot Mitzvah Class 

04 Shabbat Community Dinner 

04 Shabbat Short ‘N Sweet 

06 Emeth Winetasting Event 

08 Board Meeting 

11, 12 Bass B’nai Mitzvah 

18 Shabbat Community Dinner 

18 Shabbat Short ‘N Sweet 

26 Braun Bat Mitzvah 

20 Emeth Reads 

22 Adult Bnot Mitzvah Class 

23 Shabbat Service & BBQ 

25 Teacher In-Service 

27 Sisterhood for Homebound 

29 Adult Bnot Mitzvah Class 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

04 Erev Rosh Hashanah Service 

05 Rosh Hashanah Service 

05 Children’s Service 

08 Emet Dor Kef 1&2 

08 Sukkah Building with Emet 

Dor Kef (EDK) 

10 Board Meeting 

12 Adult Bnot Mitzvah Class 

13 Kol Nidre 

14 Yom Kippur 

17 Beit Sefer  

18 Erev Sukkot 

19 Lord’s Table 

20 Potluck Dinner in Sukkah 

20 Shabbat Short N’ Sweet 

20 EDK Overnight in Sukkah 

24 Beit Sefer 

26 No Adult Bnot Mitzvah 

27 Simchat Torah Services 

27-29 Taste of Morgan Hill 

August 
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President’s Message 
Susan Meyers 

Rosh Hashanah – New Beginnings – a time to thank 

those in our Emeth Community who gave and con-
tinue to give of their knowledge, skills, time and en-
ergy toward creating the warm, welcoming Jewish 
Community that we all enjoy.  I would like to take 

this opportunity to give special thanks to our past 
president, Grant Gordon.  Under his capable lead-
ership, and with support from many of you, we 

have seen enrichments in our educational pro-
grams, improvements in our building and enhance-
ments to our financial stability.  
  
Rosh Hashanah– New Beginnings –  a time to thank 

you for giving me the opportunity to serve as your 
Congregation President along with a devoted and 

talented Board of Directors; including Grant Gor-
don, Past President, Becky Neto, Vice President, 
Paul Crompton, Secretary, Michael Heil, Treasurer, 
Elizabeth Mandel, Communications, Geoff Jackson, 

Social Action and our newest board member Susan 
Braun, member at Large and Membership co-chair.  
Appreciation also to Barry Freund, Controller; Mi-
chael Oshan, Chair of Building Maintenance; Mel 

Weisblatt,  Ritual Committee Chair;  Mike Ogden 
and Susan Braun, Kol Emeth Editors; Debbie Zajac, 
Congregation Administrator; Wendy Thowdis,  past 

Board Member and current Adult Education Chair; 
Robin Yacano and Daria Ogden,  co-chairs of our 
Religious School Committee; Rick Coencas, Library 
Chair; and Patty Baggese and Marilyn Freund for 

continuing as Sisterhood co-presidents. 
 
Rosh Hashanah – New Beginnings – the future of our 

Congregation belongs to us, those of us who have 
been involved for many years, and those of us who 
are new to our Emeth family.    The beauty of being 
a small Congregation is that it opens doors for eve-

ryone to participate.   A few months ago we held 
the first session of a program we call “Getting to 
Know Emeth:  Our Past Our Present and Our Future”.   

A small group of relatively new members to Emeth 
participated in the three session program, learning 
the history and the current status of Emeth.  During 
the final session participants were asked to list what 

they like about what we are currently doing, what 
to preserve and what to change, revise or create.  
It was refreshing to hear the long list reflecting what 

they enjoy and appreciate about Emeth, and what 
they wish to preserve. They also provided stimulat-

ing ideas about what they 

would like to create in the 
future.   
 
Rosh Hashanah – New Begin-

nings- My vision for Emeth?  A 

vibrant, warm, welcoming, 
inclusive, Jewish Community where everyone 

feels at home, where everyone feels valued, 
where everyone’s ideas are heard and wel-
comed, where our Jewish spiritual, social, educa-
tional needs are met and where everyone feels a 

commitment to ensuring that Emeth is a “safe” 
place to go.   How to make that happen?  You 
received a long list of volunteer opportunities, 

hopefully you have checked off those choices 
that best fit your interests and skills, and returned 
that form to us letting us know how you (and your 
family) would like to participate.  You have a 

Board of Directors eager to hear your ideas, your 
hopes and dreams for our Jewish Community. 
Hopefully, you will contact us with your concerns 
and your ideas for enhancing our Community.  

You have a wonderful Rabbi who is dedicated to 
serving Emeth as we wish to be served. Feel wel-
come and encouraged to share your thoughts 

with her. 
 

Rosh Hashanah – New Beginnings – On Rosh 

Hashanah we will read the story of the Akeda, the 

Binding of Isaac.  At the beginning of the story, 
when God called to Abraham, Abraham re-
sponded, “Hineni” Here I Am (Genesis 22:1).  I am 

hoping that when we reach out to you this year, 
requesting your help to host a Shabbat dinner, to 
participate in a fund raising activity, to provide 
feed back which will guide your leadership…that 

you will respond with “Hineni” Here I Am and I will 
share my time, energy, skills and talents to enrich 
Congregation Emeth, my Jewish Community 

Home.  
 
L’Shanah Tovah Tikatevu – May you be inscribed 
for a good year in the Book of Life  

President 

smeyers.sjsu@gmail.com 

 



 

 

Ashyton  & Natalie Abmont 
read the program 

Emeth In Our Community Emeth In Our Community ----  Fun, Fun, Fun!Fun, Fun, Fun!  

Fiddler on the Roof 
In June, Congregation Emeth successfully partnered with South Valley Civic Thea-

tre  (SVCT) to bring a special Jewish historical and cultural afternoon to our commu-

nity. SVCT agreed to add an extra performance of the musical and Emeth sold tick-

ets to an event that included not just the performance, but additional cultural 

displays, and a reception of delicious Jewish heritage foods that were provided 

by and prepared by Emeth members. We satisfied all our ob-

jectives, which included selling out the 180 seat theatre and 

raising $3,200! The event also provided increased visibility to 

Morgan Hill of Congregation Emeth, while creating a fun and 

educational social event for our members, friends, and com-

munity. Thank you to everyone who made the event a suc-

cess: Rabbi Israel for assisting SVCT's cast and staff, the com-

mittee that planned and put the event together, the mem-

bers who provided the delicious food and wine, and to eve-

ryone who helped spread the word about the event and to 

those who brought family and friends. 

 

 

Silicon Valley Jewish Music Festival 
Congregation Emeth was one of many synagogues with a presence at 

the second annual Silicon Valley Music Festival, which was held in June 

at the Addison-Penzack JCC in Los Gatos. The event drew 1500 at-

tendees. We set up a storyboard display along with a game to draw in 

families. We had many inquiries about who we are and where we are 

located-- our presence is becoming known-- and, while we didn't neces-

sarily attract new members, you never know who will have a friend mov-

ing to the South Bay and looking for a synagogue. Thank you to the vol-

unteers who staffed our booth. Our next opportunity to set up a booth 

and tell the community will be at the Taste of Morgan Hill, September 28-

29. Please let Elizabeth Mandel know if you would be willing to take a     

2- hour shift.  

 

Garlic Kisses 
Many thanks to all of the 31 volunteers that worked at the Gilroy Garlic 

Festival this year.  We took in close to $7,000 for the event and after ex-

penses should have about $4,700 to put toward Congregation Emeth 

programs.  Many of the names listed here worked multiple shifts includ-

ing setting up our booth and tearing down. Despite some technical 

glitches for a brief time on Saturday, the event went very smoothly and 

our customers and volunteers had a fun time.  

 

Todah Rabah to the following members who were so generous with their time:  Joe Abmont, Nancy 

Altman, Patty Baggese, Rick and Kathy Coencas, Raul Fernandez, Aileen Teren-Foster, Dale Foster 

and Aileen Teren-Foster, Barry Freund, Susie Freiberg, Bette Gardner and Michael Heil, Grant Gordon, 

Sandra and Geoff Jackson, Eve and Trish Kedar, Elizabeth Mandel, Susan Meyers and Michael Oshan, 

Rich and Sheryl Pupko, Arthur Rudin, Jack Shorr, Cheryl Thompson, Wendy Thowdis, Denise Weyl, Lindy 

Wisotsky, Debbie Zajac, and Gary Zlatkin. 

 

Congregation Emeth 

Your Jewish Community in the South Valley 

 

Mel and Donna Weisblatt 
hang displays in the lobby  

 

 

Melanie Jordan speaks with at-
tendees about Congregation Emeth 

 

Susan Meyers & Michael Oshan 
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Introducing Congregation 

Emeth’s New School “Beit 
Seifer” (the Hebrew word for 

school; literally, “House of 
Books”).   We would like to 
welcome our new principal, 

Paula Marsh, as we continue our innovative ap-
proach to Jewish learning.  In response to feed-

back from parents, we have combined our Reli-
gious and Hebrew Schools into one program.    
This change means that all classes Pre – K 

through B’nai Mitzvah will be held on Tuesdays.   
There are no longer any classes on Fridays.  
Please see the school registration packet for 

complete information.  The new school schedule 
is as follows:   

 
Beit Sefer, Tuesday afternoons 

Pre K - 2nd Grade: 4:00-5:15 PM  

Grades 3 through B’nai Mitzvah: 4:00-6:30 PM   
 

As part of the school curriculum, the community 
Erev Shabbat (Friday night) dinners will still be 
held on those Fridays when the Shabbat Short 'N 

Sweet services are scheduled (roughly twice per 
month).  This is an important part of the educa-

tional process and students in grades 3 and up 
are expected to attend the Short and Sweet 
Services. A detailed calendar is provided in the 

school registration packet.  Our younger chil-
dren and their families are encouraged to at-
tend the dinners and are welcome to stay for 

services. 
 

We would like to welcome some other new 
leaders in the area of education as well.  Thank 
you to Daria Ogden and Robin Yacono, who 

have agreed to co-lead the Education Commit-
tee.  They, along with Paula Marsh, already have 

some new and fresh ideas for the school that we 
are excited about implementing.  We are look-
ing forward to the upcoming school year.  See 

you on the first day of school, Tuesday, Septem-
ber 17, 2013. 
 

Becky Neto 

Vice President 

Past Director of Education 

Netolove@aol.com 

 

  EDUCATION UPDATE... 

 

Kol Emeth’s is edited by Mike Ogden and Susan Braun.  

If you would like to contribute content to future edi-

tions of Kol Emeth, please contact Mike at: 

mike_a_ogden@yahoo.com or Susan at  

gkdragon2000@gmail.com 

Yom Kippur Study Session 

This Yom Kippur is the 40th anniversary of the 

Yom Kippur War, which took place that year on 
October 5, 1973. The Yom Kippur War began 

with a surprise attack against Israel by Egypt 
and many days passed before the war turned 
and Israel was victorious.  Much about Israel 

changed after the fateful war, including the 
perceptions of Israelis, Jews, and the world at 

large about Israel. 
 
In the afternoon following our Yom Kippur ser-

vices, at the end of our “break” between our 
morning services and our afternoon services, 
our tradition is to engage in study. This year, 

Rabbi Israel will lead us in a guided study about 
Israel.  The United States has once again 

brought the Israelis and Palestinians to the 
peace table and we’ll discuss the possibilities 
for peace.  We’ll talk about Iran and what it 

brings to region, and how the Middle East has 
changed. 

 
Most Israelis agree that 1973 and the aftermath 
of the Yom Kippur War was traumatic for the 

State of Israel.  Forty years later, what have we 
learned?  Israel and the Jewish community out-

side of Israel has had four decades of intense 
debates over the lessons of Yom Kippur. 
 

In addition to this, we’ll discuss the activities of 
the Religious Action Center (RAC) and religious 
pluralism in general, and the Women of the Wall 

in particular. 
 

Your ideas and viewpoints are most welcome 
for what promises to be a spirited discussion. 
The study session takes place in the sanctuary 

from 3:30-4:30 PM 



 

 

rabbidebbieisrael@gmail.com 

Welcome New Members: 
 Brian, Natalie, and Abigale Brisbin 

 

A Message from Rabbi Israel 
(continued from page 2 ) 

  
The Brisbin family has recently moved to Morgan 

Hill from San Francisco. 
  

Natalie has volunteered for many Jewish organi-
zations and she is currently serving on the board 
of the Northern California Multiple Sclerosis Soci-

ety. She looks forward to being an active mem-
ber of the South County Jewish Community and 

she is already becoming active in Congregation 
Emeth. 
  

Brian works in San Jose.  He especially enjoys 
spending time with their young daughter, Abi-
gale…and also likes duck hunting  

By Elizabeth Mandel   

Social Action Update... 

Once again, many thanks 

to our regular team of 

Lord’s Table volunteers and 

for Rabbi Israel’s continuing 

financial support from her 

discretionary fund. Unfortu-

nately, we are losing two of 

our Lord’s Table volunteers 

who are moving out of the area. If you can 

spare some time on the third Thursday of each 

month to help us from 4:00 - 7:00 pm at St Mary's 

Church, please contact Sandra Jackson at 

oursash@yahoo.com.  

 

The High Holy Days are almost upon us, so it’s 

time to start planning our annual food drive. 

Grocery sacks will be available for you to pick 

up beginning Erev Rosh Hashanah (Wednesday 

September 4th). Please fill a sack with non-

perishable and unopened food items, and re-

member to check product expiration dates. 

 

Many thanks to Susan Meyers and Elizabeth 

Mandel for joining me at the Jewish Federation 

AGM in Los Gatos. Emeth is starting to get a lot 

more exposure in the greater South Bay Jewish 

community. We had the opportunity to hear the 

guest speaker, Dalia Rabin, former Israeli politi-

cian and daughter of late Prime Minister Yitzhak 

Rabin.  

  

B’shalom, Geoff Jackson,  
ggj49@yahoo.com 

Emeth Needs You! 

Maintenance Mavens are need-

ed to assist with on-going land-

scape maintenance and special projects to 

keep Beit Emeth in shape.  See Michael Oshan 

for specific assignments.    

michaeloshan@sbcglobal.net 

Congregation Emeth 

Your Jewish Community in the South Valley 

While this system of measuring time is compli-

cated and offers us surprises year after year, 

nonetheless, it allows us to celebrate our holi-

days and festivals in the proper agricultural sea-

son.   Otherwise, we would be celebrating the 

ingathering of the harvest, Sukkot, sometimes in 

spring or the beginning of the harvest, Shavuot, 

in winter.  Our holiday calendar would no longer 

make sense. 

 

It may be difficult to adjust our thinking psycho-

logically and plan for such an early High Holiday 

season – and Chanukah celebration! Nonethe-

less, it is upon us!  Next year, Erev Rosh Hasha-

nah will take place on September 24, the day 

after the beginning of the fall season.  Right on 

time. 

 

May this be a year of many blessings, fulfilled 

prayers, good health, and success.  Jerry joins 

me in wishing you a Shana Tova, a very good 

year. 



8 

 

Mazel Tov for a Happy, 

Healthy New Year.  

 

On Sun, Aug 27, Emeth Sister-

hood will assemble ‘Good 

Yontif’ baskets for congre-

gants who are unable to at-

tend services and will deliver 

them on Tuesday, Septem-

ber 3rd.   We will also set up 

for Emeth’s Sisterhood Rosh Hashanah Erev Oneg  

which follows evening services.  We welcome your 

contributions of holiday pastries, fruit platters, drinks, 

apples and honey for this beautiful event. Please call 

Marilyn at 408- 776-1817 to let her know what you will 

bring so we can plan accordingly.   Please let us 

know if you can help reset our Emeth Social Hall for 

the children's services the next morning.  

 

Mitra's Bakery is a resource for round challahs for the 

New Year. Please place your order be-

fore Wednesday, August 28th. Each challah will cost 

$8.  Mitra’s  is located in Vineyard Town Square (near 

Knob Hill). Call 408 778-9000 to order and arrange for 

self-pick-up.  

 

Please take note of a few of our up-coming events: 

 

� August 17th - Progressive Dinner for members 

 

� October 6th - Sisterhood will support our Wine 

Fundraiser at Castillo's in Morgan Hill 

 

� December 4th -  Sisterhood's Chanukah Dinner & 

Fundraiser 

 

We have ongoing activities that need support, 

please call Marilyn or Patty for more information.   

 

Friendly reminder that Sisterhood dues for 2013-2014 

are due now.  Please send $36 to Congregation 

Emeth, 17835 Monterey St, Morgan Hill, CA, 95037 

 

Thank you for supporting Emeth’s Sisterhood!! 

I am pleased to say that after spending the summer 

in Israel my love for the country grew more than I 

thought was possible and I will be returning to Israel 

on August 25th to continue my studies there for the 

next four months. The program that I was just on and 

will be continuing is called NFTY EIE, a program spon-

sored by Reform Judaism, and it is truly an amazing 

experience. While on this program I took a Hebrew 

class, Jewish History class, toured around the country, 

did many beautiful hikes, and was exposed to Israeli 

culture. It has been an experience like no other and I 

am more than excited to be returning to the won-

derful land at the end of this month.  

Sarah Langerman 

 

Sisterhood Update... 

The Gift Shop  
 

The Gift shop has many Judaica items 

as well as life cycle cards.  There are Chanukah can-

dles, gift bags and menorahs for your Chanukah ob-

servance.  Be sure to call Patty Baggese, 408.842.6876 

or Marilyn Freund, 408.776.1817 if you would like us to 

open the gift shop for you.  The scheduled open 

dates are all Tuesdays during Religious School. We will 

be open 4:30-6:00 on Sept. 17 and 24, Oct. 1 and 29, 

Nov. 5, and 19, Dec. 3 and 17, Jan. 7 and 28, Feb. 4 

and 25, March 4 and 18, April 1 and 29 and May 20. 

 

We can also open the Gift Shop on September 3 af-

ter 7:00 while setting us for Rosh Hashanah 

Oneg.  Please let us know if you need to have the Gift 

shop opened at that time. 

Patty Baggese  Marilyn Freund 
pbaggase@garlic.com freund.marilyn@gmail.com 

408-842-6876        408-776-1817 

 

 

Emeth Activities Making Impact 
(continued from page 1 ) 

Epilogue by Rabbi Israel:  An amazing statistic about 

Congregation Emeth is that  almost all of our high 

school or college students attend a program in Israel 

at some point before the age of 30! For a small con-

gregation in a small community, this is a connection 

we can be proud of!  Some go on different orga-

nized high school summer programs; most go on 

Birthright through their various universities; and some 

spend a year in Israel on a “gap” program, be-

tween high school and college.  And of course Eric 

Crompton, who immigrated a few years ago and is 

currently serving in the Israeli Army, is always on our 

minds.  Thank you Sarah for sharing your story! 



 

 

  With Honors  -  revised from an article published in Silicon Valley’s Jewish Newspaper 

One of Congregation Emeth’s youth leaders, 17 

year old Joshua Toch, was selected this summer 

for multiple honors.  The incoming senior honors 

student at Live Oak High School, where he is the 

school's Student Body Vice President, was select-

ed by American Legion Post 217 in Gilroy to be 

one of its two representatives at the 2013 Ameri-

can Legion California Boys State.  At Boy’s State, 

he was elected Lieutenant Governor by the 

1,041 attendees.  He was then select-

ed to be one of two Senators to rep-

resent the State of California at the 

68th Annual American Legion Boys 

Nation in Washington, D.C., which 

was held July 19-27, 2013. 

  

At Boys Nation, Joshua was selected 

from among 23 candidates to be his 

party's nominee for Boys Nation Presi-

dent.  The Presidential debates, cam-

paign speeches, and Presidential 

election were all streamed live on Legion TV and 

were closely followed throughout the United 

States. Joshua was also honored for being se-

lected for the Rotary Youth Leadership Acade-

my, which was held from August 5-9, 2013. 

  

Josh is a past President of Congregation Emeth’s 

Emet Dor Kef (“Emeth’s fun generation”) Teen 

Group and has been a madrich (student teach-

ing assistant) in the temple’s Religious and He-

brew Schools for the past three years.  

  

He is four time alumni of summer programs run 

by Camp Tawonga (San Francisco Jewish Feder-

ation), including the Northwest/Canada Quest, 

the California Magical Mystery Quest, and two 

summer programs at Camp Towanga itself.  He 

also attended one summer at Camp Newman.  

 

In the summer of 2012, Joshua was honored to 

have been selected as a member of the first 

class of Young Judaea's "I Speak Israel" (ISI) pro-

gram, which was partially underwritten by the 

David Project, the only California participant on 

the hand-picked program.  As part of 

ISI, Joshua spent a month in Israel 

studying speech and debate tech-

niques and advocacy for the State of 

Israel.  While in Israel, the ISI group 

toured the country extensively and 

met with stakeholders from all sides of 

the Arab/Israeli/Palestinian issue.  

  

“Congregation Emeth is like one big 

family,” said Rabbi Israel.  “We are 

small enough that we know all of our 

children and take pride as they go through our 

school and become menschen (people with ad-

mirable qualities) in the community.  Josh is a 

great example of such a student.  He is a regular 

attendee at our services, helps with our audio 

equipment, and he acts like big brother to the 

younger students in our schools.  We are as proud 

as if we are all his aunts and uncles. We expect 

him to continue to achieve great things, with a 

strong Jewish foundation as his home-

base.”  Joshua is the son of Emeth members 

Randy Toch and Katherine Toch. 
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